
Traffic Commission Meeting 
September 19, 2013 

 
Meeting was held at the Tufts Administrative Building, 167 Holland St, 2nd flr 
 
Meeting was called to order @ 6pm 
 
Attendance:  Stan Koty, James Polito, Thomas Graney, Robert Trane 
Staff:  Laura Accaputo, Terence Smith 
Other:  Alderman Gewirtz, Lauren Clayton, Hayes Morrison, Allison Stieber, Phil 
Catanzano 
 
The Traffic Commission held a moment of silence in honor of George Manzelli and the 
Chair asked that the meeting be dedicated in his memory. 
 
Item #1 – Minutes from July 18, 2013 Traffic Commission Meeting accepted 
unanimously 
 
Item #2 – Request for Handicapped Parking 
44 Glen St 
Smith stated that T&P has no objections; Motion to Approve made by Graney, 2nd Polito, 
unanimous  
99 Heath St 
Smith stated that T&P opposes this request as the property has a driveway; Motion to 
Table made by Graney, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
86 Ten Hills Rd 
Smith stated that T&P has no objections; Motion to Approve made by Trane, 2nd Polito, 
unanimous 
Chair requested to include recommendations and alderman comments on the agenda  
 
Item #3 – Request for a Bike Share Station in Davis Square 
Summer St, near Cutter Av, at two metered spaces 

• Gewirtz stated that she was told the bike share would be removed by 
Thanksgiving and she asked for alternative locations for installation.  This 
location is her last choice as the number one complaint she gets is about parking 
in Davis Sq.   

• Chair asked if we could have this Bike Share removed earlier this year just prior 
to Thanksgiving in order to meet some of the Alderman’s concerns.   Also ask to 
explore the possibility of locating at Winter Hill Bank next year. 

• Morrison said that per the contract with Alta we can remove early at the city’s 
expense.  Contractually, the removal of the bike shares is done by a massive 
deployment with cranes.  If we want the equipment early it would be at our 
expense. 

• Koty wants to at least ask if possible to have this removed early at no cost. 
• Gewirtz wants a condition placed that this location is not automatic for next year; 

goal is for the location to be Cutter Park next year. 



• Koty suggested we approve for the remainder of this year and ask OSPCD to 
consider changing the location next year. 

• Morrison asked to go on record (OSPCD) stating the preferred location is the 
sidewalk at the plaza area in front of the Winter Hill Bank; the first tile of 
sidewalk (about 5 ft) is City of Somerville property, the back of sidewalk is 
Winter Hill Bank property and when they get pulled out they will go over bank 
property so we will ask them for an easement.  If the easement is not granted they 
will take out the benches and fencing at Cutter Park and lay down concrete to 
place it there. 

Motion to Approve for remainder of this season made by Trane, 2nd Koty, unanimous 
 
Item #4 – Request for 15 Minute Parking 
514 Medford St 
Smith stated new business requested changing one of the eight parking meters at this 
location to 15 minute parking space; T&P has reservations with 15 minute parking as it is 
hard to enforce and there is a higher turnover rate at meters.  Recommend 90 day trial 
period.  
Motion to Approve for a 90 day trial period made by Polito, 2nd Trane, unanimous 
 
Chair made a motion to suspend the rules and go to item #9 under Prior Business; Motion 
made by Polito, 2nd Koty, unanimous 
 
Item #9 – Request for No Parking on Cedar St at Franey Rd (eliminate first two parking 
spaces) 

• Smith stated residents across the street have difficulty exiting their driveways 
when the spaces are occupied; T&P has reservations about removing spaces at 
Trum Field as they are very valuable and scarce but does understand the concerns 
of the residents and recommends a 90 day trial period.  He also noted that T&P 
received 2 communications about this request; one was withdrawn as the 
individual that submitted the email thought the request was to eliminate the spaces 
on Franey Rd and the other communication was strongly opposed to removing 
parking. 

• Catanzano stated that he is the person that withdrew his comments but was 
wondering if any parking for residents could be made available on Franey Rd as it 
is currently all for DPW vehicles. 

• Chair stated that there is parking for residents on Franey Rd and suggested he call 
the Director of Operations Richard Ouilette at DPW if he runs into any problems. 

• Trane stated that he is aware of the problem on Cedar St and thinks the best idea 
is for approval for a 90 day trial period to see if there is any feedback from the 
community. 

Motion to Approve for a 90 day trial period made by Trane, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
 
While under suspension of the rules the Commission took up Item #8 
 
Item #8 – 48 Hour Parking Rule 



• Gewirtz stated that she was contacted by a resident, Mr. Chitouras, who was 
initially involved in creating this rule and he was dismayed at how it has evolved 
over time.  It was initially intended for cars that were unable to move on their own 
and was not intended to be used against people going on vacation or commuters 
that leave their cars in the same space for longer than 48hrs.  Her sense is there is 
a place for this rule in emergency situations, such as snow emergencies.   

• Koty stated that in his conversations with former Director Dias he indicated it was 
much more effective for the police department if we only used it in extreme 
situations; it was not used so that you had to move your car every 48hrs. 

• Gewirtz stated that many residents have had a different experience and have been 
ticketed while away on vacation and she would like to create a new rule that is 
explicit not implicit; no ambiguity. 

• Smith stated that Traffic and Parking has received communications from two 
other Alderman; Alderman Okeefe is in favor of the 48 hour rule but wants it 
tweaked and better enforced and Alderman Heuston sent a communication from 
one of her constituents that strongly supports the 48hr rule. 

• Allison Stieber, 14 Wyatt St commented that she has called T&P before when she 
was going out of town and was told to have someone move her car, it will be 
ticketed.  She feels it is a surcharge for people that don’t have a driveway.  She 
can also see the other side when sometimes people do store a car in a space for 
more than two days.  She thinks the rule should be tweaked. 

• Graney stated that in his conversation with Dias he was told that T&P had not 
received any complaints about this issue in a long time; the policy is if a 
complaint is received that a vehicle hadn’t moved for 48hrs they would issue a 
warning to the owner first.  Better internal policies should be developed. 

• Gewirtz wants a better crafting of the policy and clarification for residents. 
• Koty asked if Traffic and Parking would continue the current policy until the next 

Traffic Commission Meeting.  Trane, Polito, and Graney get together and figure 
out a tweak that is satisfactory to all and present to Smith who will report back to 
the Commission and Board of Alderman just prior to the next meeting.   

• Gewirtz wanted to clarify that she wants a policy that can be looked up and that is 
not ambiguous. 

• Trane stated key issue will be to tweak for residents going on vacation. 
• Gewirtz asked what about commuters?  Should they be forced to move their car 

every 48 hours? 
• Trane replied not if its in front of your house; it only becomes a problem when a 

vehicle is left in front of someone else’s house and deprives them of the spot that 
it becomes a problem. 

• Gewirtz replied the 48 hour rule is enforced then. 
• Trane answered only if Traffic and Parking receives a complaint.  They must first 

observe it for 48 hours before issuing a violation.  This gives a much larger 
window of time than 48 hours. 

• Gewirtz has heard of residents having a different experience. 



• Trane stated one idea may be to put a large card on the vehicle warning that it is 
in violation and will be ticketed if not moved.  People on vacation can file an 
online form. 

• Polito confirmed ticketing policy explained by Trane. 
• Koty reiterated that he wants a report sent to the Board of Alderman prior to next 

months meeting. 
A motion to Table until next month was made by Trane, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
 
Item #7 – Traffic Calming on Kidder Av 

• Smith stated speed study was performed on Kidder Av and forwarded to Mass 
DOT requesting prima facie 30mph speed limit be changed to 25mph; awaiting 
Mass DOT response.   

• Smith stated request for truck restrictions on Kidder Av would require a truck 
study however after an informal discussion with Mass DOT does not believe the 
following criteria would be met; truck volume during a 24 hour count would have 
to be between 5% and 8% and would need alternate route similar in nature to 
Kidder Av (length starting and end point), no adequate street for that.  Truck 
restriction on Kidder Av would be unlikely.   

• Smith stated request for crosswalk on Kidder Av at Powderhouse Terrace will not 
meet criteria; you would need 80 to 100 pedestrians in a 4 hour period crossing 
the street.  Although pedestrian count has not been done when T&P staff traveled 
the street they did not see that volume of pedestrians crossing the street.  This 
would also be a mid block crosswalk which have higher rates of accidents than 
those at intersections.  Also ADA ramps would have to be installed.  Traffic and 
Parking does not support putting a crosswalk at this location.   

• Smith stated request for stop sign at this location similarly does not meet criteria 
of the MUTCD (Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices) Powderhouse Terrace 
at this location is a minor street Kidder Av is a major street the stop sign can only 
go on the minor street and therefore is currently signed properly.   

• Gewirtz stated this is all very relevant information for Mr. Clemons and Mr. Chiu 
who are not present at this time.  Since the report hasn’t come back from Mass 
DOT requests tabling the item until next month. 

A motion to Table until next month was made by Trane, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
  
Item #5 – Request for No Parking Any Time 
Medford St, left side, from Washington St to Somerville Av (during phase 2 and 3 of the 
McCarthy Overpass Project (9-19-13 through 12-31-13) 
Motion to Approve made by Polito, 2nd Koty unanimous 
 
Item #6 – Request from Mass DOT to have the Traffic Commission sign Speed 
Regulation #7922 Broadway, Washington St, and Middlesex Av (both copies)  
Motion to Approve made by Koty, 2nd Graney, unanimous; signed by the Traffic 
Commission 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 
 



Item #10 – Handicapped Parking 
34 Linden St (approved for up to 90 days in June) 
Smith stated Alderman Heuston has no objection for permanent approval; Motion to 
Approve made by Polito, 2nd Graney, unanimous 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Item #11 – Distribution of letter of complaint regarding new design of the current 
residential permit  
Smith stated the stickers meet all statutory requirements; letter received and placed on 
file. 
 
Item #12 – Distribution of Street Re-Naming documents; Assembly Square Drive is 
officially renamed Grand Union Boulevard and New Street is officially renamed 
Revolution Drive. 
Placed on File 
 
Polito moved to adjourn in memory of Geoege Manzelli; Meeting adjourned in memory 
of George Manzelli @ 6:40pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


